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Siegfried Idyll

arne@dichmusik.dk / www.dichmusik.dk

Arr. Arne Dich, 2017 Richard Wagner

     The Siegfried Idyll is one of the composer's rare non-operatic
pieces. It de/nitely has a characteristic Wagner sound, but in a
more tender form. He did eventually use some ideas and themes
from the chamber piece in the opera “Siegfried”. 

     Wagner composed the Siegfried Idyll as a birthday present to
his second wife, Cosima, after the birth of their son Siegfried in
1869. It was /rst performed on Christmas morning, 25 December
1870, by a small ensemble of the Tonhalle Orchester Zürich on
the stairs of their villa at Tribschen (today part of Lucerne),
Switzerland. Cosima awoke to its opening melody. 

     Siegfried Idyll was originally scored for 13 solo-instruments:
Flute, Oboe, 2 Clarinets, Bassoon, 2 Horns, Trumpet & String
Quintet. To be able to transform the composition for wind only it
has been necessary to shorten the longest notes a bit giving a
chance for breathing. (Strings don’t breathe?!)

     See also the 5-part version of Siegfried Idyll under
www.dichmusik.dk AdHoc-arrangements. 
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